Human thymosin-beta 4/6-26 gene is part of a multigene family composed of seven members located on seven different chromosomes.
We have isolated a cDNA encoding the human interferon-inducible gene 6-26, by screening a cDNA library with an oligodeoxynucleotide probe. Its sequence was found to be identical to that of the human thymosin-beta 4 cDNA, which encodes a protein present in most cell types, but whose function is not clear at present. By hybridization of the thymosin-beta 4/6-26 cDNA to the DNA of a panel of human-rodent somatic cell hybrids, we found that at least seven genes homologous to this cDNA are present in the human genome. We localized these genes, some of which might be pseudogenes, to seven distinct chromosomes, namely, chromosomes 1, 2, 4, 9, 11, 20, and X.